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A LETTER FROM OUR CHAIRS

While our name is a bit different, the 36th annual Groundhog Run continues to support the same amazing 

children with developmental disabilities, rare diseases and many other diagnoses just like it has for over 

three decades. The work that happens inside the walls of the Therapeutic Preschool at Ability KC helps 

these wonderful children achieve critical milestones and provides the early start necessary to prepare for 

kindergarten and lives filled with possibilities.

Last year’s run welcomed more than 3,000 runners from all over the country to fill Hunt Midwest’s SubTropolis. 

This amazing climate-controlled location combined with dedicated sponsors, volunteers, runners and the 

Kansas City community helped the Groundhog Run be named the Top 5 Run/Walk Event of 2016 in Kansas 

City by The Independent magazine. And we think the run in 2018 will be even better.

Over the past 36 years, this event’s sponsors, runners and volunteers have been able to support children with 

unique challenges achieve their first smiles, first words, first steps and every remarkable milestone in-between. 

Your support plays an invaluable role in making the Groundhog Run a success and for Ability KC to continue  

to fulfill its important mission in our community.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to make an important difference in the lives of children with special needs. 

We hope to see you on Sunday, January 28th for the 2018 Groundhog Run benefitting the children of Ability KC.

Most sincerely, 

Sarah Pence Bloss and Keith Pence

ABOUT GROUNDHOG RUN
Groundhog Run benefiting the children of Ability KC has raised 

more than $4.75 million for children with special needs since 

its inception in 1982. The race is one of very few 5K races, 

and believed to be the only 100% underground sanctioned 

10K race in the nation. With a consistent temperature of 

65 to 68 degrees, the Hunt Midwest SubTropolis is the 

ideal venue for runners from all over the country to 

compete in this annual winter event. Last year more 

than corporate sponsored teams and 3,400 individual 

runners helped Ability KC raise $145,188 for children 

with special needs. The Groundhog Run has been 

recognized by The Independent as one of the Top 5 

Walks/Runs in Kansas City in 2015 and 2016.

Sarah Pence Bloss & Keith Pence
Groundhog Run Chairs
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SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS
DIAMOND

$7,500
PLATINUM

$5,000
GOLD

$3,000
SILVER
$1,300

BRONZE
$700

Sponsorship of the VIP Suite. Prominently  
visible signage inside and outside the Suite area.* 

Logo on runners’ race bibs  

Logo on event billboard at  
31st Terrace and Main Street in Kansas City  

Logo on signs/banners throughout race course  

Logo or mention in event PR/media  

Social media recognition  
(Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)    

Logo with link in all email marketing    

Logo on the official event t-shirt (4,000+)     

Logo with live link on registration  
and event websites     

Groundhog Run Teams (teams of 4 runners,  
only available to event sponsors)

10 teams 8 teams 6 teams 4 teams 2 teams

VIP parking and suite access* for your team  
on race day     

Team packets delivered to your place  
of business the week of the event     

*The VIP suite is where runners can relax and enjoy hospitality during the Groundhog Run. Sponsoring the VIP 

Suite is an ideal opportunity for the most important visitors of the Groundhog Run to see your company brand.

Questions? Please contact our events team at events@abilitykc.org.

www.abilitykc.org
#GroundhogRun

Printing generously donated  
by our friends at 
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2018 SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT

Sponsor’s Name (as to appear in advertising) _________________________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________ State  ________________  ZIP  ____________________

Contact ___________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone (       )  _______________________  Email  _________________________________________

Team Coordinator (if different than above)  __________________________________________________________

Coordinator Phone (       )  ____________________  Email  _________________________________________

Yes! We would like to sponsor the 2018 Groundhog Run benefiting the children of  
Ability KC at the following level:

 

DIAMOND
$7,500

 

PLATINUM
$5,000

 

GOLD
$3,000

 

SILVER
$1,300

 

BRONZE
$700

   At this time we do not 
intend to run a team and 
would like to make our 
sponsorship 100%

SUBMIT THIS PLEDGE FORM & PAYMENT

  Pay by check (made payable to Ability KC)

  Pay by credit card                  VISA     MASTERCARD     AMERICAN EXPRESS

Name on Card:  _________________________________________________

Card #:  _______________________________________________________

Exp. Date ___________________ Billing ZIP__________________________

   Online at www.abilitykc.org

   Via email to: 

events@abilitykc.org 

   By mail to: 

Ability KC Groundhog Run 

3101 Main Street 

Kansas City, MO 64111

Your sponsorship will be tax deductible minus $160 per four-person team. Instructions 

for registering your team will be sent to the Team Coordinator listed above. If you are 

sponsoring at the Silver level or above, please send a color and black/white vector file  

(.EPS or .AI) of your logo to events@abilitykc.org.

Questions? Please contact our events team at events@abilitykc.org.

AJ
Therapeutic 

Preschool

Printing generously 
donated by 

our friends at 



CHILDREN’S CENTER CAMPUS
3101 Main Street, Kansas City, MO 64111
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2018 GROUNDHOG RUN CHAIRS
Sarah Pence Bloss & Keith Pence

Emmaus & Daniel
Therapeutic Preschool

WHY WE RUN

Before Emmaus’ second birthday she was diagnosed 

with Tuberous Sclerosis Complex, a rare disease that 

causes tumors to grow in vital organs such as the 

brain and heart, Epilepsy and a developmental delay.  

By three years old she was also diagnosed with 

Autism. Emmaus started the therapeutic preschool 

program at Ability KC with goals of walking, talking 

and learning positive behaviors. Emmaus enjoys 

social interaction from her peers and took her first 

steps in therapy at Ability KC. She is also now able 

to scan a room to find an object, follow commands 

and knows routines and rhythms since starting the 

ABA program. Emmaus’ mom Laurisa said she felt 

like the therapists and staff not only met the needs 

of Emmaus but the needs of the family as a whole.

Emmaus’ story is just one of more than 300 children with special needs receiving services  

at Ability KC’s therapeutic preschool annually. By sponsoring Groundhog Run you are helping 

local children and their families achieve moments of firsts and reach critical milestones.


